opinion demanded an immediate answer. You have left me no
loophole for escaping the ordeal I have set before for myself.
I begin it on 9th instant with the clearest possible conscience.
Despite your description of it as "a form of political blackmail",
it is on my part meant to be an appeal to the Highest Tribunal
for justice which I have failed to secure from you. If I do not
survive the ordeal I shall go to the Judgement Seat with the
fullest faith in my innocence. Posterity will judge between you
as representative of an all-powerful Government and me as a
humble man who had tried to serve his country and humanit|r
through it.
My last letter was written against time and therefore a
material paragraph went in as post-script. I now send herewith
a fair copy typed by Pyarelal who has taken Mahadev Desai's
place. You will find the post-script paragraph restored to the
place where it should have been.
I am,
End.:   (1)                                                 Your sincere friend,
M. K. Gandhi
31
ENCLOSURE TO LETTER NO. 30
Detention Camp,
29th January, 1943
Dear Lord Linlithgow,
I must thank you warmly for your prompt reply to my letter of
19th instant.
I wish I could agree with you that your letter is clear. I am sure
you do not wish to imply by clearness simply that you hold a ps-rrt-
cular opinion strongly. I have pleaded and would continue to padicl
till the last breath that you should at least make an attempt to con-
vince me of the validity of the opinion you hold, that the August
resolution of the Congress is responsible for the popular violence that
broke out on the 9th August last and after, even though it broke out
after the wholesale arrests of principal Congress workers. Was not the
drastic and unwarranted action of the Government responsible for
the reported violence? You have not even said what part of the August
resolution is bad or offensive in your opinion. That resolution i&h
no way a retraction by the Congress of its policy of non-violence.*?*
is definitely against Fascism in every shape or form. It tenders co-
operation in war effort under circumstances which alone can make
effective and nation-wide co-operation possible.
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